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One of my favourite Christmas 
movies, Love Actually, has the 
underlying theme of “love is 
actually all around.” The other 
day I realized how this theme 
could apply to Luther… but it 
might not be in the way you might 
expect. Yes everyone will agree 
that the love and dedication for 
Luther College by our students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and friends 
of the College is all around 
especially demonstrated through 
the High School’s A Time to 
Build campaign but in my role as 
Manager of Alumni Relations at 
the University campus, I would 
like to present you with another 
perspective.

Over the last decade and a half, 
I have had the opportunity to 
meet new people and develop 
a broad network of friends and 
acquaintances first in my career 
in native prairie conservation 
(prior to Luther) as well as 
through volunteering with the 
Regina Little Theatre, judging 
at Regional Science Fairs, 
and helping out at the Royal 
Saskatchewan Museum. But in 

the various meetings, workshops, 
events and social gatherings, 
“where did you go to school?” 
never came up in conversation. 

Part of my job as Manager of 
Alumni Relations is to become 
familiar with our graduates. Being 
an alumna of the University I was 
aware of a few alumni whom I 
knew from High School or with 
whom I had taken university 
classes. But as I started to 
review the alumni lists for the 
100th Anniversary or look at the 
graduate photos in the hallway, 
imagine my surprise when I 
started to recognize people I 
had known for years but never 
knew of their connection to 
Luther. Some work for the federal 
government, others work for 
not-for profit organizations, one 
is an RCMP dispatcher, another 
works with computers, a few work 
at the University of Regina, and 
others are involved with Regina 
Little Theatre. To this day, when 
I mention that I work for Luther 
College, I am amazed by how 
many people comment that they 
are acquainted with someone 

who had attended our alma 
mater. 

That is why I believe that Luther is 
actually all around. 

Michelle Clark (U’04)
Senior editor of The Luther Story

The Luther Story is the 
magazine of the alumni and 
friends of Luther College.

If you have a question or story 
idea to share, please contact us at:

The Luther Story
c/o Luther College at the 
University of Regina 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4S 0A2 Canada  
lutherstory@luthercollege.edu

Senior editor: Michelle Clark (U’04)

Editorial advisor: Lisa King (HS’83)

Editorial board: Donna Grant (U’93), Gerry Hill, 

Kassandra Lawrenz (U’13), Hilary Schroeder

Design: Bradbury Branding & Design
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Hello everyone! My name is David 
Peterson and I have been an 
Anglican priest for nearly twenty 
years. I have just earned my B.Ed. 
which goes to show, anything 
is possible. I have been a West 
Coaster for forty years and now 
enjoy a whole new world! My wife, 
Judy, and I often get funny looks 
from folks when we tell them we 
have moved here from Vancouver 
Island as most of the migration 
goes the other way! We were also 
told three times during interviews 
that the winters are awful at least 
it wasn’t buried in the fine print. 
Notwithstanding all of this, we are 
delighted to be here! 

To be at Luther College High 
School allows me to be a 
preacher and teacher. School 
chaplaincy was my “blue sky” 
job that I hoped for when I 
began my teacher training. 
School chaplaincies are rare job 
opportunities and finding this one 
makes braving the winter weather 
worthwhile.

I consider the School my parish—
and my chapel congregation 
including faculty is approximately 
450 souls. There are many 
different Christian traditions 
here and many of non-Christian 
faith, as well as those who are 
still in the process of defining 
what they believe. My goal is 
first to recognize that everyone 
has a spirituality and that is our 
common ground. The chapel 
messages focus on the positive, 
on community building and 
on exploring what we share in 
common. Chapel talks tend to be 
short and to the point, often with 
stories and videos to carry the 
theme. 

My past work with teens has 
been as a Chaplain for four 
summers with Air and Sea cadets 
at summer training camps. My 
biggest challenge is that of being 
a newbie teacher—I find myself 
being stretched at times! I have 
found the Luther faculty to be 
kind and generous in sharing their 
wisdom and experience.

This is a good place to be! 
 

Pastor David Peterson
Chaplain, High School campus

New Chaplain (I am the interim 
before a new call is made in 
light of Pastor Cheryl Toth’s 
retirement). New country (I am 
from the United States, most 
recently Green Bay, WI). New 
community (The University and 
High School communities are 
wonderful, filled with people who 
are passionate about their jobs 
and roles at Luther College). New 
challenges (Everything is different 
here for my family and me. 
Likewise, there are challenges 
confronting the University and 
High School). New possibilities 
(For all of the challenges, I 
am convinced that there will 
always be a “Luther College,” 
including the University and the 
High School. It may not always 
resemble what was once familiar). 
I think about all of these things 
and I find comfort in these words 
from Revelation.

We don’t always like new things. 
There are specific areas in our 
lives where we crave what is safe, 
familiar, and comfortable. 

Our memories of college, or high 
school, or church itself are often 
centered in these ideas. It can 
be reassuring to return to these 
places and find things just as we 
left them. It can be unsettling to 
return and find that few things are 
the same. 

For all of this, we understand 
that life is change. In my own 
life, I can’t think of one thing 
that has not changed. Even 
my relationship with God has 
changed through all of the joys, 
struggles, learning, and growth 
that have occurred over my 
lifetime. For whatever changes 
you may witness at Luther 
College, your home congregation, 
or your life itself, you are invited 
to remember that God is in and a 
part of all those new things. 

Pastor Scott Adams
Interim Chaplain, University campus   
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And the one who 
was seated on the 
throne said, “See, I 
am making all things 
new.” 
Revelation 21:5 (NRSV)



In re-examining the format of 
this publication and always 
trying to make the news here as 
interesting and relevant to the 
reader as possible, the editorial 
board of the Luther Story has 
asked me to write these opening 
messages in the form of a ‘state 
of the union’ address. Though I 
don’t want to be critical of our 
hard-working, volunteer editorial 
board, this all sounds very well 
in theory but I take on this task 
with great reluctance. First, there 
is the problem of perspective in 
that I occupy one fairly unique 
role in the College whereby I am 
bound to be questioned with 
“Why did he include this and 
not that?” Secondly, there is 
the problem that I am limited to 
600 words or less and the task is 
simply impossible. Finally, there 
is the not insignificant matter 
of remembering even a fraction 
of what is important among the 
myriad of significant events at the 
College. But now I have already 
wasted 164 words so I had better 
get on with the task at hand.

As this edition will indicate later 
on, our College is less than what it 
once was because of the passing 
of two people I have come to 
respect and admire so much:  
Richard Nostbakken and Rein 
Sommerfeld. These two men 
and their place in the history of 
Luther College simply cannot be 
challenged. I thank God for their 
work and presence among us; we 
are all better people for having 
known them as we did. Oh that 
we could all serve with such talent 
and humility!

With equal thanks, I am thrilled at 
the new faculty and staff that have 
joined the College this semester. 
There are simply too many to 
mention but I will single out our 
new chaplains, Pastor David 
Peterson, of the High School 
(LCHS) campus, who comes to us 
from Vancouver Island and Pastor 
Scott Adams, of the University 
(LCUR) campus, whose last 
charge was in Wisconsin. We also 
have two new Regents joining 
our volunteer governing Board: 
Laurel Garven (HS’07) and Daryl 
Nelson, a long time member of  
Central Lutheran here in Regina. 
And how can a state of the union 
address not mention the energy 
that arrives with new students on 
both campuses who enrich all of 
our lives daily?

On the LCHS campus, the grand 
opening of our new facilities 
including gym, student commons, 

fine arts wing and fitness centre 
on September 9 was a day in 
which we could celebrate the 
efforts of so many at that campus, 
including and especially our 
faculty, staff and administration 
as well as the vision of past Board 
chair, Karl Tiefenbach (HS’73, 
U’76) and current Building 
chairperson, Mike Fritzler 
(HS’88). Just over a month later, 
one of the very best musical 
productions I have ever seen 
at the High School, Beauty and 
the Beast, was performed in the 
Merlis  Belsher Heritage Centre to 
capacity crowds. Meanwhile our 
sports teams continue to beat all 
odds in all sorts of athletic feats. I 
have only been able to watch our 
undefeated Lions football team 
and senior girls volleyball team 
compete but am determined 
to see even more games as I 
have yet to witness a loss! In the 
background, Principal Anderson 
and his administration quietly 
perform their own marvels in 
completing stage after stage of the 
LCHS campus strategic plan.

At the LCUR campus, with the 
approval of that strategic plan 
in June, the LCUR campus 
has begun the difficult work of 
implementation. As if that was 
not enough, Dean Greifenhagen 
launched with various faculty, 
the Voluntary Sector Studies 
Network, a new initiative and the 
first of its kind in the province. The 
UPrep program made it that much 

easier for international students 
to acclimatize to the rigors of 
Canadian university life while 
our residence was full yet again. 
The Luther Lecture featured Dr. 
Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, who spoke 
on the topic of ‘climate justice,’ a 
very timely topic and just this past 
weekend, our Luther Bach Choir, 
consisting of alumni and friends 
of the College gave a concert 
of Reformation music with Dr. 
Barbara Reul, our music historian, 
providing insightful commentary.

In the midst of all these 
noteworthy events, there are 
even more important things 
happening:  students are inspired, 
teachers prepare and mark, 
faculty research and publish, and 
staff give of themselves as if every 
student were their own child. And 
I see I’m well over my word limit. 
Serves the editorial board right! 
Good luck to them.  Blessings to all 
their readers!

Bryan Hillis (U’78), Ph.D.
President, Luther College
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Joining the Royal 
Canadian Air 
Force (RCAF) right 
after graduating 
from high school 
was at first just a 
clever way to pay 
university tuition, 
but little did a 
young, prairie boy 
know it would 

lead to a rewarding and diverse thirty-year 
career with the RCAF as a medical doctor 
and psychiatrist. Or to a second career as an 
aerospace psychiatrist with the Canadian 
Space Agency (CSA).

Dr. Marvin Lange (HS’57) began as a cadet 
with the RCAF in 1958. Upon receiving 
his Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of Manitoba, he became a 
member of the RCAF air crew, and for 
three years flew anti-submarine patrols 
on the west coast of Canada. He then went 
to medical school at the University of 
Manitoba, subsequently practicing family 
medicine for four years, with three of those 
being at the Canadian Forces base in Lahr, 
Germany.

As a medical doctor treating military 
members and their families, Lange often 
felt he couldn’t help them as holistically as 
he wanted. “A lot of patients in my practice 
were coming to me for issues that weren’t 
just physical. Many had psychological issues 
that needed treatment,” says Lange.

Thus, his decision to become a psychiatrist. 
While still a military member, he did his 
post-graduate training in psychiatry in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. For just over a decade, 
Lange was posted to the National Defence 

Medical Centre in Ottawa, Ontario, where 
he practiced psychiatry. He also worked 
in the Office of the Surgeon General, as 
a Director of Medical Treatment for the 
Armed Forces. In 1988, he retired from the 
Armed Forces, with the rank of Colonel. He 
then practiced for several years at the Royal 
Ottawa Hospital, an acute care psychiatric 
hospital. 

Lange is clear on the reasons why his 
profession is so rewarding. “Psychiatry is 
a specialty that is particularly satisfying 
because the vast volume of people we see 
benefit from treatment. So, it creates an 
environment where we want to keep on 
doing what we’re doing.”

Then came a new career challenge. In 1998, 
Lange was asked to be a consultant to the 
Canadian Space Agency (CSA) in Human 
Behaviour and Performance. One of his 
primary roles with the CSA is working 
with Canadian astronauts to optimize their 
performance in extreme environments. 

“Psychiatrists have to make sure the 
astronauts are not overworked. They are 
such high achievers and they all have a 
‘can-do’ attitude,” explains Lange. “Our 
responsibility is to ensure their ongoing, 
good performance in their duties. We make 
sure they don’t compromise themselves to 
get the job done.”

As part of his role in aerospace medicine, 
Lange is also on the selection team for 
new astronauts. During his continued 
tenure, he has helped select six astronauts, 
including retired astronaut Chris Hadfield, 
whom he considers a friend. Lange has 
great admiration and respect for his 
astronaut colleagues. He says the profession 
undoubtedly has the world’s most rigorous 
job interview.

For example, one candidate who was 
selected is not only an M.D., but has a Ph.D. 
in Astrophysics from Cambridge. Another 
candidate, who was not selected, had on 
his “to do” list  to climb ten of the world’s 
highest mountains, six of which he had 
already summited. The selection bar is 
extremely high, notes Lange. During one 
selection process there were 4,000 credible 
candidates, of whom two were selected.

For Lange, who himself has a long list of 
professional achievements, interacting with 
this group of multi-faceted, high achievers is 
extremely stimulating. “Meeting people like 
this is incredibly interesting. They really 
are the crème de la crème,” says Lange, 
adding, “Working with them and hanging 
with them socially makes my life incredibly 
exciting.”

While managing a demanding and high-
level career with the CSA, Lange also serves 
as a member of the Spaceflight Human 
Behaviour and Performance Working 
Group for the International Space Station. 
His primary role is to ensure that work 
regulations for astronauts are appropriate 
and carried out, a role which takes him 
regularly to Houston and Moscow.

Ask Lange if he has an inclination to retire 
anytime soon, and he unequivocally says 
“no.” For this seasoned professional who 
is as accomplished as any of his present 
colleagues, retiring is not on his immediate 
horizon. “If you get to do interesting things 
and go interesting places, you feel you don’t 
need to retire.”

He and Carol, his wife of forty-seven years, 
are thrilled to spend time travelling several 
times a year, either in his role with the 
International Space Station or on personal 
ventures.

By Melanie Tiefenbach (HS’89)Alumni PR
OF
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DR. MARVIN LANGE (HS’57) 
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Melanie Tiefenbach (HS’89) is a freelance journalist, living and working in Regina. Her career spans many years as a print journalist for 
various newspapers and magazines and in Corporate Communications for a variety of companies. She is a graduate of the School of Journalism and 
Communications at the University of Regina.

REMEMBERING LUTHER 
COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 
(APPRECIATING LUTHER)

Lange credits his sky-
high career trajectory, 
achieved over nearly 
five decades, to the 
foundation he received 
at Luther College High 
School.

“Luther is a huge part of 
my success in life. It was 
an incredible academic 
institution,” says Lange. 
“As a result, I did well. 
It shaped my whole 
career and gave me the 
impression I could do 
things.” 

Lange notes it was 
through Luther that he 
learned about the RCAF 
officer training program, 
which ignited his entire 
career. “I always feel I 
owe Luther a great debt 
for what they gave me.”
One of his favourite 
memories of his time 
as a “dormie” at Luther 
was when someone 
rented a television so the 
residents could watch 

Elvis on The Ed Sullivan 
Show. “That was a big 
deal!” says Lange.

He spent only one year at 
Luther, but it was enough 
to make a lifelong, 
positive impression on 
the former prairie boy. “It 
was my first experience 
of communal living and 
it worked out very well.” 
He adds that his older 
brother also attended 
Luther and lived in the 
boys’ dorm. He also 
became a physician.

One of the greatest 
impressions Luther 
College made upon 
him was the way its 
staff and teachers lived 
and breathed solid 
family values. “The 
best teaching for young 
people is by example. 
The teachers and deans 
went out of their way to 
lead by example. This 
was not lost on me,” says 
Lange. He recalls that 
this foundation of strong 
family values influenced 
him throughout his life 
and helped to shape his 
own values.

ALUMNI BIO

Name: 
Dr. Marvin Lange

Graduated: 
Luther College High School in 1957

Married: 
1967

Education: 
1969 Medical School, University of Manitoba
1977 Post-graduate degree in Psychiatry, 
University of Manitoba

Residence: 
Ottawa, Ontario

Career History: 
•  Thirty-year career with the Royal Canadian  

Air Force
•  Decade-long-plus career as a psychiatrist in 

Ottawa and various roles with the federal   
government

•  Fifteen-year (still active) career with 
the Canadian Space Agency and with the  
International Space Station

Personal Notes: 
Semi-retired in 2004 to spend more time with 
his wife, Carol, and two grandchildren. Passion is 
travel to exotic places, such as China, Middle East, 
Japan and India. Enjoys several weeks each year at 
personal oasis, Maui.

Top Left - Lange and 
his wife, Carol, at their 
vacation home in Maui.

Top Right - A training 
suit that is used at the 

Cosmonaut Training 
Centre. A cosmonaut would 

wear one like this when 
doing a space walk from 
the International Space 

Station (ISS).

Above - Lange, and his 
wife, Carol, at the Taj 
Mahal in Agra, Uttar 

Pradesh, India.

By Melanie Tiefenbach (HS’89)
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With a shared 
passion to use 
their education 
to help people in 
need, husband 
Steven Thomson 
(HS’02) and wife, 
Amanda Lwanga-
Thomson 
(HS’02), 
teamed up for 

an adventure of a lifetime, building and 
installing water filtration systems in 
remote areas of Brazil.

In 2007, the newlyweds and recent 
University of Regina engineering graduates 
were deployed to the Amazon Basin on a 
five-month internship with the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA) 
and Samaritan’s Purse Canada.

“Coming from a big family, I knew my 
parents worked hard to educate us, and 
that has blessed us. So, I wanted to use my 
education to bless other people. We both 
wanted to use our degrees in a way that 
would really help people,” says Lwanga-
Thomson.

Thomson holds a degree in industrial 
systems engineering and Lwanga-Thomson, 
a degree in environmental systems 
engineering, with a specialty in water 
treatment. So, the project was a natural 
fit for them. “It doesn’t get much simpler 
than that. Water is a basic need. We had the 
technical skills to do it, so why not?” she 
says.

Before departing, the couple received two 
weeks of instruction on water filter history 
and how to build, install and repair the 
filters, as well as cross-cultural training. 
Initially, they thought they would work 

directly with CIDA, whose internship was 
applicable for those with post-secondary 
training. But, upon further investigation, 
Lwanga-Thomson and Thomson discovered 
CIDA’s partnership with international 
relief agency and Christian organization 
Samaritan’s Purse. And that’s where 
serendipity stepped in. “It became a more 
holistic approach, being involved with 
Samaritan’s Purse to do this project,” says 
Thomson. “We were using our technical 
skills to meet a physical need and using our 
relationship with Christ to meet a spiritual 
need.” These elements were equally 
important to the husband-and-wife team.

While CIDA provides the funding, 
Samaritan’s Purse disperses the funds and 
offers technical expertise and programming 
to the local communities for such building 
projects. Thomson attributes the high 
success rate of the project to the extensive 
and multi-pronged approach employed 
by Samaritan’s Purse. The organization 
provides their international workers 
with connections, through local church 
cell groups, to people who have a deeper 
understanding of the local culture and 
community needs.

This was one of the biggest learning 
curves for Lwanga-Thomson: realizing the 
incredible value in having local people 
lead the initiative and direct the building 
team to appropriate communities. Not 
only was this realization humbling for 
the couple, who initially put the highest 
priority on logistics and leading the project 
themselves, it became transformative – to 
see a meaningful, grassroots, Christian 
initiative take root and flourish, with 
everyone playing a role in completing the 
larger project.

During their five-month deployment, the 
couple, together with the network of cell 
groups, installed and repaired nearly 400 
water filters in twenty-five communities 

in Brazil. Thomson and Lwanga-Thomson 
still bask in the professional and personal 
reward of knowing they helped thousands 
of people gain access to safe drinking water.

And they had a lot of fun along the way. 
“The internship was like a job, so there was 
work, but it was fun, too. Learning their 
culture was great,” says Thomson. “Eating 
alligator, people having pet monkeys, 
sleeping in hammocks – it was a really 
different experience.”

Lwanga-Thomson concurs with her 
husband and adds, “The most memorable 
part was being able to share it with 
someone. Having my husband there to be 
with me, by my side, to experience this was 
the most cool thing.”

Although it has been seven years since 
Lwanga-Thomson and Thomson were 
involved in this project, they both 
have a continued desire to be involved 
in international relief. Given their 
responsibilities as new parents, and 
working full-time in their respective 
engineering careers, they cannot commit to 
long-term, overseas development work. But 
they have found the perfect fit for short-
term work and are on a deployment list 
with DART (Disaster Assistance Response 
Team) with Samaritan’s Purse. They are 
specifically trained in water, sanitation 
and health and can be deployed to do relief 
work for emergencies such as natural 
disasters and political conflict, with as 
little as twenty-four hours’ notice. Both 
Thomson and Lwanga-Thomson have the 
full support of their current employers if 
they receive the call. If a DART project with 
the right logistical fit arises, either at home 
or overseas, they are keen to use their skills 
and training for international service again.

Alumni PR
OF

IL
ES

cont’d By Melanie Tiefenbach (HS’89)

STEVEN THOMSON (HS’02) AND 
AMANDA LWANGA-THOMSON (HS’02) 
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Both Thomson and 
Lwanga-Thomson credit 
Luther College High 
School (LCHS) with 
being a major influence 
in opening up their 
perspective to a larger 
world and instilling in 
them a strong desire 
to do international 
development work. 
The large international 
student population at 
LCHS exposed them to 
this larger world, in a 
real, meaningful way, 
says Thomson.

He appreciates the small 
class size at Luther and 
also vividly recalls the 
passion the teachers had 
– both for the subjects 
and the students they 
taught. “This [passion] 
rubbed off on us and 
made us want to make 
an impact with our job 
on someone else’s life.”

Lwanga-Thomson adds, 
“They [the teachers] had 
a focus on current issues 
and what is going on 
globally. They taught us 
there is more to life than 
a job and money.” The 
general class discussions 

about the world gave 
her a real sense of 
social responsibility and 
instilled confidence in 
herself and the belief 
that she could make a 
difference.

The couple has many 
favourite teachers from 
their days at Luther. 
Lwanga-Thomson 
mentions specifically 
Mr. Stalwick, Mr. Uhrich 
– “he made you think” – 
and Mr. Anderson, whom 
she credits with building 
her confidence in talking 
to adults and who “made 
students feel like their 
opinions mattered.” 
Thomson singles out Mr. 
Haddad because “he was 
a really engaging guy, 
who challenged you on 
stuff.”

They say their best 
friends are the friends 
they made at Luther. 
Both believe they 
received an excellent 
education at Luther 
and, looking back, 
appreciate the history 
and authenticity of 
the school. Says 
Lwanga-Thomson, “I 
had a sense that I was 
somewhere important, 
that something important 
happened here.”

ALUMNI BIO

Name: 
Steven Thomson and Amanda Lwanga-Thomson

Graduated: 
Both graduated from Luther College High School 
in 2002.

Married: 
2007

Education: 
Steven - Industrial Systems Engineering, University 
of Regina
Amanda - Environmental Systems Engineering, 
University of Regina

Residence: 
Edmonton, Alberta

Career History: 
•  Steven, Industrial Systems Engineer with Shell 

Canada
•  Amanda, Environmental Systems Engineer/Project 

Management with Environment Canada (currently 
on maternity leave)

Personal Notes: 
Proud parents to five-month-old daughter, Pepra, 
who shares the same birthday as her mom. Doting 
parents to their Scottish Terrier Poodle, Cricket.

Top Left - Community 
members wash clothes, bathe 

and collect drinking water 
from the Amazon River. This 

dirty water leads to many 
gastrointestinal issues such 

as chronic diarrhea.

Top Right - Steve is 
surrounded by school 

children who all want some 
of his candy!

Above - Amanda and Steve’s 
team revisit a water filter 

they recently installed. The 
team ran out of water and 
asked the owners if they 

could refill their containers 
for the journey home. The 

owners were surprised that 
even foreigners trust the 

technology enough to drink 
from the filters.
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To hear of 
Robert 
Harrison’s (U’03) 
experiences 
working 
alongside his 
wife in the 
field of speech 
pathology is to 
better appreciate 
the value of the 

human ability to communicate.

Robert graduated from Luther College at 
the University of Regina with his Bachelor 
of Science in Computer Science in 2003. He 
went on to complete his Master’s of Applied 
Science in Electronic Systems Engineering 
in 2008 at the University of Regina.

One of the most valuable experiences 
during his undergraduate degree was his 
participation in the Co-operative Education 
program. “The Co-op program allowed me 
to travel and gain valuable work skills. As 
a kid from a small town in Saskatchewan, 
I think the experiences from those work 
terms gave me the desire to see more of the 
world,” comments Harrison. 

It was travel associated with his graduate 
degree that first took him to the place 
he would one day call home. During his 
graduate studies, he had the opportunity to 
present some of his research at a conference 
in southern California.

“It was my first time to California, and I 
remember thinking to myself that it would 
be a pretty cool place to live one day,” says 
Harrison. In 2009, he relocated to San Diego 
to work full-time on a long-term project for 
a client.

Shortly after making San Diego his 
home, Harrison decided it was time to do 

something different. He started his own 
business as a software developer, working 
with his wife, Tiffany, to develop apps for 
speech therapy, as well as freelancing and 
developing apps for the University of San 
Diego.

“In 2010, Tiffany got an iPad and quickly 
found it was an incredibly useful tool for 
speech therapy. Children enjoy interacting 
with the device,” says Harrison. Combining 
her skills as a speech pathologist, and his 
background in software developments, 
the team developed their first app called 
SpeakColors.

SpeakColors encourages young children 
to construct simple sentences by using 
colours and photos of objects. It is meant 
for children with speech and language 
delays, autism, Down syndrome, and other 
developmental disorders. 

Today, Harrison is the sole proprietor of 
RWH Technology, founded in 2011 with the 
purpose of developing technological tools 
to assist children struggling with speech 
issues. With these innovative solutions, 
children are able to improve their speech 
through the easy and accessible platforms 
of tablets and smartphones.

“It’s very rewarding to help young children 
improve their speech and language skills,” 
says Harrison when discussing his current 
work. “Speech and language are such an 
important part of a child’s development.”

Harrison and his wife, Tiffany, are an 
example of the power of two minds 
coming together to contribute to a greater 
cause. Their ability to work as a team has 
significantly contributed to their success 
in improving the language skills of these 
children.

“We communicate well, which is important 
for any project,” says Harrison, when 

describing the work the couple does 
together. “Tiffany comes up with the initial 
ideas and designs for speech therapy apps. 
I help her refine her ideas and designs, and 
then implement them in code.”

It is particularly rewarding when they are 
able to witness first-hand the difference 
that their work together makes for children 
and their families. 

“Tiffany was working with a non-verbal 
child on our Speech Cards app. Speech 
Cards features a microphone for recording 
the child’s voice as they practice the 
flashcards on the app,” explains Harrison. 
“The child spoke for the very first time, and 
Tiffany was able to record his voice. Tiffany 
played back the voice recording to [the 
child’s] father and he got very emotional 
after listening to his child’s first word.”

By Joelle Seal (U’13)Alumni PR
OF

IL
ES

ROBERT HARRISON (U’03)

cont’d
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Joelle Seal (U’13) graduated from Luther College at the University of Regina in December 2013 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in History. She has 
not wandered far since graduation, as she currently is working for the University of Regina Students’ Union as an Administrative Assistant and Events 
Coordinator. 

REMEMBERING LUTHER 
COLLEGE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF REGINA 
(APPRECIATING LUTHER)

Looking back at his time 
at Luther College at the 
University of Regina, 
Harrison notes that 
his Luther friendships 
have left the deepest 
impression on him. 
As a student living in 
the Luther Residence, 
he became close with 
his classmates just 
down the hall. The 
proximity to computer 
science classmates 
also contributed to his 
success as a student, 
as group study sessions 
were very convenient.

“I think my fondest 
memories are of hanging 
out with my friends John 
Klein and Brien Beattie 
(U’03). We started 
our computer science 
degrees in the same 
year and lived in the 
Luther Residence,” says 
Harrison. 

“Luther is a great 
environment to learn and 
make lifelong friends.”

ALUMNI BIO

Name: 
Robert Harrison

Graduated: 
Luther College at the University of Regina in 2003

Residence: 
San Diego, California

Education: 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, 2003
Master of Applied Science in Electronic Systems 
Engineering, 2008

Career History: 
•  Owner of RWH Technology, developing speech 

therapy apps
•  Worked as a consultant for Online Business 

Systems in Calgary, Alberta
•  Research Assistant in the Energy Informatics 

Labs, supervised by Dr. Christine Chan 

Top Left - Sample image of 
the SpeakColors application 

developed by Harrison and 
his wife, Tiffany.

Top Right - Sample picture of 
the Speech Cards application 

also developed by the 
couple.

Above - Harrison and his 
wife, Tiffany, promoting 

RWH Technology, founded 
in 2011 with the purpose 

of developing technological 
tools to assist children 
struggling with speech 

issues.
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By Joelle Seal (U’13)Alumni PR
OF

IL
ES

“I had travelled 
the world, 
wondering when 
community 
would finally 
find me. I’m now 
realizing it’s up 
to me to create 
community.”

Katie Bergman’s 
(U’11) years spent travelling around the 
world and the experience she gained has 
made her understand that her Bachelor of 
Arts in Human Justice would best serve 
those in need in a community closer to 
home — one she could call her own.

When the twenty-five-year-old left Luther 
College at the University of Regina in 2011, 
she had aspirations of travelling the world, 
looking for a place to thrive and make an 
impact.

Seeking to fulfill her life both 
professionally and personally, Bergman 
embarked on her journey to contribute 
to the cause of social justice across 
international borders.

With a humanitarian goal at heart, she 
first travelled to San Francisco to receive 
training in the field of human trafficking 
prevention. She wanted human trafficking 
prevention to be more than a passion for 
her; she wanted to be able to contribute to 
the problem in an effective way.

This training made her an attractive 
candidate for a position as a research intern 
for Samaritan’s Purse in Cambodia. In this 
position, she researched how to create more 
economic and educational opportunities for 
people of the region to prevent instances of 
human trafficking, illegal migration, and 
labour exploitation. 

Her success in the role as a research intern 
led her to a position as manager of several 
human trafficking projects. “I was able to 
implement some of what I was researching 
which was an amazing opportunity,” 
says Bergman when discussing her career 
history. 

“Hopping from country to country, from 
one humanitarian crisis to the next had 
originally seemed to be the perfect blend of 
adventure and altruism,” writes Bergman in 
her piece “Parched for Community,” which 
appeared in shelovesmagazine.com.

Over time, however, this altruistic 
adventure of Bergman’s left her with 
a feeling of anonymity. As she grew 
weary of the seclusion she felt abroad, 
Bergman began to consider her next step. 
She reflected on the ways in which her 
adventures had contributed to her growth 
as an individual, as well as her growth as a 
social justice worker.

“It’s hard to implement the self-care 
mechanisms I would back in Canada. It’s 
hard to be in a service role if I’m not taking 
care of myself,” says Bergman.

The experience had revealed her ability to 
persevere in trying and secluded conditions, 
but for Bergman, to persevere in these 
conditions was not to flourish.

“The more I pondered, the more I realized 
my moments of wholeheartedly flourishing 
were always experienced in community,” 
Bergman writes.

“That’s when it hit me: it’s possible to 
survive in isolation, but it’s an even greater 
possibility to thrive in community.”

With that idea driving her, Bergman made 
her way back to Canada where she now 
manages a Youth Outreach program in 
Winnipeg’s inner city. In this position she 

works closely with at-risk Aboriginal and 
Newcomer youth, aged thirteen to eighteen, 
who are vulnerable to exploitation.

“There are plenty of issues to be working 
on in my own country,” says Bergman 
when discussing the decision to return to 
her home. “My degree in Human Justice 
primarily was looking at social justice in 
Canada, so I felt compelled to return home 
and that I could be more effective working 
on issues in my own backyard.”

Bergman has come full circle, as returning 
home has brought a new sense of 
vulnerability and humanity. Instead of 
taking on her humanitarian goals with a 
sense of heroism, she now sees the value 
of relating to others through shared 
experiences of suffering for the purpose 
of creating solutions and forging deeper 
human connections. 

She recently accepted a position as Director 
of Communications and Operations 
with the Set Free Movement. This is a 
faith-based, international non-profit 
organization that focuses on prevention of 
human trafficking and after-care for those 
who have survived human trafficking. 

Wherever the cause of social justice may 
take Bergman, and wherever she may create 
her own community to find the stability to 
thrive, she will always have the community 
of Luther College with her. 

KATIE BERGMAN (U’11)

cont’d
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REMEMBERING LUTHER 
COLLEGE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF REGINA 
(APPRECIATING LUTHER)

Bergman first 
experienced the value 
of community when 
studying at Luther 
College at the University 
of Regina (LCUR). 
Coming from the small 
town of Lansburg, 
Saskatchewan, at 
eighteen-years-old, 
Bergman moved into the 
Luther Residence for her 
first year and became 
immediately immersed 
in all that the school had 
to offer.

“I felt supported 
holistically,” says 
Bergman when 
describing her 
on-campus experience. 
“Luther was really 
setting me up to be 
successful because 
anywhere I turned there 
was help in some kind of 
capacity, whether it was 
academic, spiritual, or 
social.”

Because the professors 
and faculty at LCUR 
were so personable and 
engaging, Bergman’s 

experience was that 
much more meaningful 
and she has been 
connected to other 
opportunities by staying 
in touch with them after 
convocation.

“Because Luther is 
smaller, everyone gets 
to know everyone on a 
first-name basis and 
when you leave home at 
eighteen, that matters,” 
says Bergman when 
discussing some of the 
Luther staff members 
who made a lasting 
impression upon her. 

“Mary Jesse was such 
an amazing academic 
advisor because she 
was so personable,” 
says Bergman. “Volker 
Greifenhagen has been 
really supportive with the 
work I’ve been doing. 
And I took three gender 
studies courses with 
Brenda Anderson. I took 
her class on feminism 
and activism, and that 
was one of the most 
significant classes I 
took. It not only taught 
me what activism and 
feminism was, but it 
also taught me about 
self-care and setting 
boundaries.”

ALUMNI BIO

Name: 
Katie Bergman

Graduated: 
Luther College at the University of Regina in 2011

Education: 
Bachelor of Arts in Human Justice

Residence: 
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Career History: 
•  Program Manager of Anti-Trafficking Projects for 

Samaritan’s Purse in Cambodia
•  Cultural Integration Youth Outreach Manager for 

a program in inner-city Winnipeg 

Personal Notes: 
Katie is currently working on a book about her 
experiences as a social justice worker, tentatively 
set to release in Spring 2015.

Top Left - One of the 
teams Bergman managed 
in Cambodia for a human 

trafficking prevention project.

Top Right - A village her 
team trained on awareness 

of human trafficking and how 
to prevent it in their schools 

and villages.

Above - Representing 
Samaritan’s Purse in 

Cambodia on a field visit to a 
family whose chicken farm is 
helping to pay school fees for 

their children.
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Remembering 
Rick Nostbakken 

“Rick enjoyed painting during the Mysterium 
services at Christ Lutheran Church (Mysterium 
is an alternative, meditative and creative 
service.) The idea was to start and finish the 
painting during the service instead of speaking. 
I chose a prairie landscape because Rick loved 
painting the landscape and he painted quickly. 
The place near the altar at the front of the 
church was also where Rick had painted during 
the Mysterium services, so setting up there 
was symbolic. Doing the painting during Rick’s 
service was definitely a great honour.”  

Erik Norbraten (HS’82, U’87), student and friend 
of Rick Nostbakken, was asked to paint during 
Rick’s funeral service. 

Erik Norbraten, May 10, 2014, acrylic on 
canvas, 48” w x 36” h

Richard Jonathan Nostbakken 
(Luther College High School teacher from 1971-2014)
Erik Norbraten, Rick Nostbakken, 2005, acrylic on canvas, 9” w x 12” h

By Erik Norbraten (HS’82, U’87) and the Nostbakken family
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It is with heavy hearts that Luther College says 
goodbye to Richard Nostbakken after his passing 
this May. The following tribute was provided by 
the Nostbakken family.

Through the love and support of our 
Luther community we have been able 
to celebrate the many contributions he 
made to Luther College. We are filled with 
gratitude for his presence in our lives and 
for the passion and commitment he had for 
Luther during his more than forty years of 
service with us. In our remembrance and 
celebration of Richard’s life is a realization 
of the range, the generosity and the beauty 
of his imagination, his creativity, his 
artistic sensibility and of the modesty and 
unpretentiousness that characterized his 
life.

“People like him are hard to come by, people 
that are creative without being boastful, 
people that are intelligent without being 
condescending, people that lead without an 
ego, people that abide by faith and reason, 
people that teach you by confusing you 
at the same time, these people are rare.” “I 
can’t imagine a student not affected by his 
passion, were they lucky enough to wind 
up in his class. That’s how I will always feel 
when I think of this teacher, so incredibly 
lucky to have spent a little time with him.” 
These are examples of the outpouring of 
responses to the passing of Richard, a gifted 
artist, writer, musician, and philosopher 
with a unique sense of humour and 
perspective. 

Richard was generous and modest. ‘Nosty’ 
was a remarkable educator who has 
influenced more lives than he would ever 
care to acknowledge. His interests were 
eclectic and his contributions many. His 
will be a lasting legacy. There are many 
homes and public places charmed and 
made better by his paintings and sculptures 
with bright hues of prairie landscapes and 
abstract impressions. 

Richard was also a musician, a humourist, 
a storyteller, a gatherer-of-people. During 
his university years, he and his cousins 

had a folk group called “The Boat House 
Hills”; along with a folk rock group of his 
peers he played in various churches in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Richard was 
often a presenter in chapel at Luther and his 
“Scum” song became a legend in his time at 
the College. 

At Luther, he started the art program and 
the long tradition of musical productions 
in which he produced, directed and created 
stage sets. He served on the National 
Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada, and produced beautiful 
and compelling paintings of liturgical 
seasons used across Canada as bulletin 
covers. Richard also created a series of prints 
depicting the liturgical Church year, many 
of which are found within our Lutheran 
Churches. During his earlier years as the 
Art teacher at Luther, Richard designed the 
cards that the High School and University 
used when sending out Christmas greetings.

Together with one of his former 
students (Erik Norbraten (HS’82, U’87)), 
Richard formed the Anton Schlossbein 
Kunstrichtung. This collaboration saw 
much artwork in the form of brandings for 
Canada-wide Lutheran Church conventions, 
one of which was chosen to be represented 
on a Canadian postal stamp, along with 
logos for many Luther College functions. 
Richard established an art scholarship that 
since his death has become The Richard 
Nostbakken Memorial Art Award. This award, 
which “honours a gifted student in any 
grade who demonstrates unique talent, 
temperament, ability, and perseverance 
in the making of art,” will continue as a 
wonderful legacy to Richard’s continued 
desire to inspire students in the arts.

Richard was also instrumental in 
introducing and implementing the 
International Baccalaureate program at 
Luther College High School and for many 
years taught Art IB and the Theory of 
Knowledge. After his official “retirement,” 
Richard became the resident IT expert 
looking after all aspects of computing 
within the school and the dorms. He would 

often spend late nights and weekends 
rummaging around in his computer 
space, making sure things were running 
smoothly for his colleagues and students. 
He also actively contributed to the artistic 
decorations for the musical and candlelight 
services both before he retired as well as 
after. 

Richard was born on November 6, 1947, to 
Gustav and Gudrun Nostbakken and was 
raised on the family farm near Aneroid, 
Saskatchewan. He passed away on May 
7, 2014, following a short and intense 
illness. He is survived by the people he 
loved most in the world: his wife Elizabeth 
Ann, daughter Kristine (Levi Carleton), 
son Jonathon (Christina Winter), and son 
Soren (Andrea Nostbakken); his adored 
and adoring grandchildren Liv, Mila, Bec, 
and Freya; his siblings Joyce Olesen, Gloria 
Engel, Grace Nostbakken, and David 
Nostbakken; Ann’s mother Mary Burrows 
and sister Ruth Kinzel (Pierre Cadrin); and 
his nieces, nephews, cousins, and some very 
special friends (you know who you are).

As Richard’s godfather, Roger Nostbakken, 
closed his eulogy he said: “When I think 
of Richard what I will remember best is 
not just his warmth and love of family but 
I remember those great and wonderful 
gifts of imagination and creativity, 
always bubbling below the surface of his 
conversation and expressed in painting 
and music and story and inspiration. There 
were always in him those qualities that 
Scriptural readings identify as the image 
of God in us, our likeness to God. Our faith 
sustains us in our sorrow. Our spirits are 
lifted by the assurance of the One in whose 
image all of us are made and whose words 
remind us, ‘See I am making all things new.’ 
We say goodbye to Richard, committing this 
gifted, artistic, inspirational person we have 
loved and known into the hands and arms 
of our good and gracious God.”

To read the eulogy given by Dr. Mark 
Anderson’s at Rick’s service, please visit 
www.luthercollege.edu/highschool 
under “Alumni & Friends.”
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Badminton in the Semple Gymnasium

Film Studies Classroom

New furniture in the Student Commons

It’s been an exciting year for students 
at the High School campus! After 
almost two years of construction, 
Luther’s $17.5 million renovation and 
expansion project is complete.

The new Student Commons has 
quickly become the heart of the school 
– a place where students can study, 
socialize, or “hang out” between 
classes. The Student Commons is 
also a fabulous new venue for hosting 
special events for students, alumni 
and the wider Luther community. 

Here’s what the students are saying: 
“The students are loving the new 
Student Commons!!!”

“Great addition to the school. 
The school looks so modern, yet 
traditional. The Commons gives us 
somewhere cool to hang out.” 

“The new spaces provide 
opportunities to come together 
as a community, the Commons is 
spacious, allows for more interaction, 
is welcoming to new students and 
represents an exciting future for 
education.”

The new fine arts classroom wing 
is also a welcome addition. Luther 
faculty member Jay Willimott is thrilled 
with the new Film Studies classroom.

“The classroom, edit suites, 
storeroom, and office are a well-
designed collection of spaces 
that encourage engagement and 
enjoyment of film analysis and 
production. The audio-visual system 
is superb, state of the art technology 
and projects all our study films in fine 
detail and full sound.” says Willimott.

The new Semple Gymnasium has also 
been in high demand. In addition to 
daily Phys. Ed. classes, the gym is 
being used for volleyball, badminton, 
basketball. In fact, the provincial 

high school 5A girls’ volleyball 
championship tournament was held at 
Luther on November 21 and 22. 

Meanwhile, the “old” gymnasium has 
been upgraded and converted to the 
Merlis Belsher Heritage Centre and is 
being used for daily chapel and other 
fine arts performances, including this 
year’s fall musical, Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast.

While there is no shortage of 
excitement about the new and 
renovated spaces, fundraising for the 
A Time to Build capital campaign 
continues. 

“Thanks to our generous donors and 
alumni we have raised over $10.2 
million towards our goal,” says Luther 
President Dr. Bryan Hillis (U’78). 

A group of dedicated campaign 
volunteers is working diligently to raise 
the remaining $3.3 million needed to 
help pay for the project.

“The response to our campaign has 
been excellent,” says Hillis. “We hope 
that many more alumni, parents and 
friends of the College will consider 
donating. Regardless of the size, each 
gift is helping us transform Luther 
College so that its facilities truly reflect 
its spirit of excellence. We are a more 
vibrant, successful institution because 
of our loyal alumni and generous 
donors.” 

For more information on the campaign 
or to make a gift, please call Maureen 
Harrison in the Development Office at 
1.306.791.9175.

Luther College is a charitable organization, 
registered with the Canada Revenue 
Agency. Our charity registration number 
is 107650061RR0001. A charitable tax 
receipt will be issued for any donations.

By Maureen Harrison

ATTB UPDATE

New Student Commons 
Gets an A+!
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Reinhold and Ella Sommerfeld gave a lifetime 
of dedicated service to Luther College. They 
both made a tremendous impact on the Luther 
community; their labours of love helped Luther 
evolve into the vital institution it is today. They 
shared a deep love for family and constantly lived 
out their values of personal integrity, deep faith 
and passionate work ethic. 

Reinhold, better known as Rein, spent most 
of his growing years in North Battleford after 
immigrating from Poland in 1928 at the age 
of three with his parents, Adolf and Wanda 
Sommerfeld. Ella grew up in Lemberg, the 
daughter of Wilhelm and Olga Wutke, who had 
immigrated from Poland in 1926. Rein apparently 
followed his mother’s directives about choosing 
a girl who was virtuous, a thrifty homemaker and 
resourceful. He married Ella Wutke on May 13, 
1950. They had three children: Eric (HS’70, 
U’79), Ralph (HS’73, U’78) and Ruth (HS’74).

An accounting course had brought Rein to 
Regina in the fall of 1947. He joined Luther 
College in 1950, the day after New Year’s. 
Rein’s financial acumen and dedication led him 
through a rewarding thirty-eight-year career. 
Luther life became interwoven with family life, 
as the Sommerfelds frequently invited Luther 
staff and faculty into their home for fellowship 
and hearty food. Everyone felt at home with the 
Sommerfelds, who welcomed each guest with 
warmth and genuine hospitality. 

The melding of family and community lives 
increased when Ella started working at Luther, 
at first on a part-time basis, and later as a full-
time assistant. Ella had trained in secretarial 
work and she agreed to help out in the “front 
office.” While providing occasional secretarial 
support to President Morris Anderson, her main 
contribution was in building alumni relations. She 
was a tremendous help to Don King, Luther’s first 

Development Director, by researching alumni. 
She had a way of speaking on the phone that put 
people right at ease.

Ella’s memory was fantastic; she easily 
recognized names of Luther alumni mentioned 
in newspaper articles. Her warm-hearted rapport 
with people, efficient competence and persistent 
efforts at establishing connections helped 
Luther forge good relationships with students 
and alumni alike. Her work helped lay a firm 
foundation for successful fundraising for the 
College. She even got the children involved; son 
Eric remembers all the Sommerfeld kids being 
recruited to help stuff envelopes on more than 
one occasion!

As for Rein, he was a remarkably good steward. 
His ability to make the best use of scarce 
resources meant that he was extremely helpful 
to the President, the school administration and 
the Board of Regents. As the College’s Treasurer 
and later as Business Manager at the University 
campus, he governed financial resources with 
great care. Having a no-nonsense attitude and 
down-to-earth outlook served him and Luther 
very well. 

Morris Anderson, Luther’s President for the 
majority of Rein’s time at Luther, gives him 
high praise: “I depended on his expertise and 
competence. He was a facilitator, good at 
connecting with alumni. Rein had outstanding 
communication and people skills. He was totally 
dedicated to the College and its mission. He 
was efficient, well-organized and completely 
dependable. He was a key player in moving the 
university program to the University campus. 
He had sound judgment, especially in financial 
matters. He was well respected.”

Rein had a great love of history and he acted 
as Luther’s unofficial archivist. His instinct was 
to preserve things so they wouldn’t get lost. He 
kept all kinds of memorabilia. This turned out 
to be a great help to Dr. Richard Hordern when 
he conducted research for his recent book, The 
Luther College Story, 1913-2013: A Century of 
Faithfulness in Education.

Unfailingly kind and respectful, and unflinchingly 
dedicated to Luther’s best interests, Rein 
approached his work with relish and dedication. 

Upon his retirement in 1988, his positive 
contributions to Luther over the years were 
viewed as truly remarkable.

Ella and Rein’s love for Luther did not end with 
their retirement. They continued to support 
Luther with regular donations and no doubt 
with their prayers, even after moving to British 
Columbia in 1994. Ella passed away in 1996. 

Rein enjoyed a number of talents and interests 
throughout his life. A self-taught musician, he 
played the organ for Sunday services in North 
Battleford and later at services, weddings and 
funerals for twenty-three years at Christ Lutheran 
Church in Regina. He was also choir director 
and Bible study teacher. His love of history 
accompanied him whenever he travelled. He 
compiled a family history in 1982 called The 
Sommerfeld Saga. 

After Ella’s passing, Rein and two of his brothers 
visited many of their relatives in a unified 
Germany in 1998. Here Rein continued his 
thirty-year research into his family roots with 
more personal interviews. He continued to travel 
to Poland, Russia, Scandinavia and the Czech 
Republic in 2000. He returned to his birthplace 
of Swiniokerz, Poland, via Germany and Kenya in 
2001. In 2005, Rein published a second edition 
of his family saga.

In September 2013 Rein passed away, prepared 
for the journey ahead and confident in his faith. 
Luther recently received news that Rein and 
Ella had decided many years ago to continue to 
support the College through a planned gift, and 
Rein dedicated a portion of his RRIF to Luther 
College. Both of them had contributed to the 
fund, and now both of them are giving back to 
their beloved Luther College.

Such generosity is inspiring and humbling. To 
those who knew Ella and Rein, who observed 
their dedication to Luther in their everyday lives 
and work, such generosity comes as no surprise. 
Their children, Eric, Ralph and Ruth, support 
Rein’s wishes for this gift and hope it will inspire 
others to think about their own legacy. May 
we remember well Rein and Ella for their kind, 
gentle and respectful service. May their legacy 
of labouring with love continue to inspire us for 
many generations to come.

DONOR FOCUS

Reinhold and Ella Sommerfeld – 
A Legacy of Love’s Labour By Tara Gish



LS L U T H E R  
S T O R Y

16

LS L U T H E R  
S T O R Y

Friday Night Opening Reception at Crave Food & Wine Bar.

Class of 1964 – Linda Bordessa, Elaine Zinkhan Turnbull, 
Terry Topinka, Rosemary (Lenz) Lloyd, Richard Haack, 
Laura (Reynolds) Clarkson, Doug Ast, Brenda (Rea) Small, 
Wendy Warren and Terry Sauder

Class of 1994 – Alan Hogg, Jurgen Maslany and 
Joelle McBain

Class of 2004 – Emily Adema Armer, Alisa Cooper and 
Echo Fettes

Saturday Chapel, Brunch & Tours

Touring the new Wiens Fitness Centre.

Saturday Banquet – First Group to Dine in the Student Commons!

Vi (Krell) Jacobs (’54) giving a toast to the College. Terry Sauder (HS’64), Richard Haack (HS’64, HSU’65) and 
Wilbur Wilson (HS’54), winners of the Luther Hoodies for 
sharing their favourite memories at the banquet.

HOMECOMING 2014
High School
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On September 9, 2014, Luther 
College High School unveiled 
their newly constructed and 
refurbished facilities, including 
the Semple Gymnasium, Merlis 
Belsher Heritage Centre, Wiens 
Fitness Centre, Student Commons 
and Fine Arts Wing, with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

The event marked the completion 
of a new gymnasium, student 
commons, fitness centre, locker 
room facilities and outdoor team 
room. There were also upgrades 
to the sewer, water and electrical 
systems and HVAC and lighting 
in the 1980’s wing as well as 
the existing gymnasium now 
called the Merlis Belsher Heritage 
Centre. In addition, the fine arts 
department gained new facilities, 
including new classrooms for the 
school’s renowned music, drama 
and film programs, as well as a 

completely rebuilt stage with a 
green room.

“For over one hundred years, 
Luther College has been dedicated 
to providing the very best 
education in a Christian context. 
As our buildings aged, our Board 
of Regents, in consultation with 
our dedicated faculty, staff and 
administration, recognized 
the need to ensure that our 
school continued to reflect the 
high academic standards of 
our institution and ensure the 
best learning experience of our 
students,” said Dr. Bryan Hillis 
(U’78), President of Luther College.

“With the renovations and new 
facilities, we have a campus that 
reflects the educational goals of 
Luther College. On the one hand, 
the new areas demonstrate that 
we are moving forward into our 
second century of providing 
excellent education to students 
from around the world. Our 
teachers are now better equipped 
to expand learning opportunities 
for our students. On the other 
hand, renovations to our historic 
buildings remind us of the core, 
immutable values that have 
served the students of Luther 
College so well during its first 
one hundred years. Just like our 
original buildings, they are values 
that warrant careful upkeep. I 
am so grateful to our President, 
Board, alumni and donors for all 
they have done to support this 
significant building project. Our 
students are the beneficiaries,” 

said Dr. Mark Anderson, Principal 
of Luther College High School.   
In June 2012, Luther embarked on 
A Time to Build… Quality. Education. 
Faith. Vision., an unprecedented 
fundraising campaign to raise 
$13.5 million for this project. 
To date, $10.2 million has been 
raised towards the goal. This 
includes over $800,000 from the 
Government of Saskatchewan.

“Our alumni have been 
instrumental in this campaign as 
they remember their alma mater 
with fondness and recognize the 
superior education they received,” 
said President Hillis. “We thank 
everyone involved in this project 
and campaign. We are especially 
grateful to all our donors who 
support us in ensuring that the 
school remains an important part 
of Saskatchewan for the next one 
hundred years.”

“The new spaces are a great 
addition to our school and will 
allow for new and innovative 
ways of learning,” said Nelson 
Musungu, Student Representative 
Council President and Grade 
12 Luther student. “We are very 
excited about the commons 
area which will allow for more 
interaction between students and 
will be a cool space to hang out, do 
homework and build Lion Pride.” 

By Lisa King (HS’83)

Luther College Celebrates Opening 
of New Facilities

Top Left: Grand Opening 
Reception in the Student 
Commons.

Right: Honourable Don 
Morgan, Minister of 
Education.

Bottom Left: Ribbon cutters 
Alexa LaPlante, SRC Vice 
President; Nelson Musungu, 
SRC President; Tim Wiens 
(HS’78); Shaun Semple; 
Gavin Semple (HS’63); 
Honourable Don Morgan; 
Merlis Belsher (HS’53); 
Stacey Cattell (HS’84), Chair 
Board of Regents; and Mike 
Fritzler (HS’88), Chair of the 
Building Committee.
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Dr. A. Brenda Anderson and 
Dr. Franz Volker Greifenhagen, 
faculty of Luther College at the 
University campus, have received 
a four-year SSHRC Insight Grant 
in the amount of $482,194 for a 
Canada-wide research project in 
collaboration with a number of 
distinguished academics. The key 
investigator for the project is Dr. 
Roxanne Marcotte, L’Université 
du Québec à Montréal. Dr. A. 
Brenda Anderson is one of 
the co-researchers along with 
Dr. Jennifer Selby, Memorial 
University, Newfoundland, and 
Dr. Ruby Ramji, Cape Breton 
University, Cape Breton Island. 
Dr. Franz Volker Greifenhagen 
is one of the collaborators along 
with Dr. Rachad Antonius, 
L’Université du Québec à 
Montréal. 

The research addresses “how 
digital technologies and the 
internet may, or may not, shape 
the views and experiences of 
Canadian Muslims’ sense of 
(1) community, (2) identity, 
(3) religious authority and 
(4) diversity (intra and 
interreligious)…” The research 
is geared to answer the 
question: What role does digital 
technology play in shaping 
Canadian Islam(s), and, at a 
time when going online and 
connecting with new regional, 
national and global Muslim 
networks is so accessible, how 

are Canadian Muslims using 
the internet and what are they 
accessing? 

The grant allows the scholars 
to investigate the area of digital 
media studies within religion, 
and to specifically look at the 
impact of the Internet on the 
faith and practices of Muslims. 
The project focuses in particular 
on women, youth and religious 
leaders, with special interest 
in looking at how online and 
offline activities compare, what 
individuals are doing online, and 
how and if what happens online 
affects what happens offline. The 
researchers are also particularly 
interested in how individuals 
access online materials, 
especially religious information, 
and how that information 
changes what they believe and 
how they practice their faith. 
Data will be gathered primarily 
through semi-structured 
interviews.

The project, now in its second 
full year, is scheduled to take 
four years. The first year was 
used to organize the project 
and to hire four student 
research assistants who will 
help with the conducting and 
transcribing of interviews. The 
second year, which is where 
the project currently stands, 
and the third year, are reserved 
for interviewing and collecting 

all the necessary data. During 
the fourth year, the project 
team will wrap up the project, 
including analyzing the data and 
publishing the research findings. 

Dr. A. Brenda Anderson and 
Dr. Franz Volker Greifenhagen, 
both religious studies scholars 
of Islam, found this research 
topic especially appealing, 
since it explores what it means 
to be Canadian in a time 
when the country is rapidly 
shifting toward being more 
multicultural and religiously 
pluralistic. Both Anderson and 
Greifenhagen strongly believe 
that it is important to rectify 
misinformation and stereotypes, 
and to do this by creating forums 
for Muslims themselves to speak 
to the issues.  This research 
project provides an opportunity 
to engage with and understand 
those who practice Islam. 

New Muslim Public Spheres in 
the Digital Age: 
Identity, Community, Diversity and Authority in Canada
By Kassandra Lawrenz (U’13)

Dr. A. Brenda Anderson, 
Professor of Women’s 
and Gender Studies and 
Religious Studies

Dr. Franz Volker 
Greifenhagen, Dean and 
Professor of Religious 
Stuides
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CORRECTION: In the 
“Women of Luther” issue 
on page 21, Pastor Cheryl 
Toth’s journey began with a 
degree in religious studies 
from Victoria College at the 
University of Toronto (the 
United Church affiliated 
College) followed by a M 
Div (Masters of Divinity) 
from the Toronto School of 
Theology, Trinity College 
(an Anglican College). 

Regina Music Festival
From Thursday, April 10, 
to Sunday, May 4, 2014, 
the Regina Music Festival 
was held at the University 
Campus. Luther College is 
a long-time supporter of 
the Regina Music Festival. 
Each year Luther College 
is proud to provide a 
venue and sponsor three 
scholarships. This year, 
Luther College High School 
student Rebecca Weger 
took home the Gyro Club 
of Regina Senior String 
Scholarship. In order to 
qualify for this scholarship, 
entrants must compete in 
a minimum of two other 
classes in the same year. 
The entrants may perform 
any number of selections 
of their choosing, with a 
maximum time of fifteen 
minutes. 

Luther College at the 
University of Regina 
student, Mikyla Jensen, 
took home second place 
in the Jacqui & Morris 
Shumiatcher scholarship 
competition for woodwind/
brass. 
 

Spring and Fall Convocation 
At Spring Convocation, held 
June 5, Luther awarded a 
total of sixty-two degrees to 
fifty-six graduates. At Fall 
Convocation, held October 
17, Luther awarded eight 
degrees to eight graduates. 
Congratulations to all of our 
grads for their hard work 
and achievement. 

39th Luther Lecture 
On Monday, September 
22, 2014, Luther College 
welcomed Dr. Cynthia 
Moe-Lobeda of Seattle 
University as the College’s 
39th Luther Lecturer. She 
presented a talk entitled 
“Climate Justice: Love 
as Ecological-Economic 
Vocation.” 

Dr. Moe-Lobeda has 
lectured or consulted 
in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
Latin America, and many 
parts of North America in 
theology and ethics, and on 
matters of climate justice 
and environmental racism, 
globalization, moral agency, 
public church, and eco-
feminist theology. Dr. Moe-
Lobeda holds a doctoral 
degree in Christian Ethics 
from Union Theological 
Seminary, affiliated with 
Columbia University. A 
video of her presentation 
can be found on the 
Luther College website at 
www.luthercollege.edu/
lutherlecture. 

Awards Ceremony
Every year Luther College 
hosts an awards ceremony 
in the fall to recognize the 
outstanding achievements 
of our students. This year 
on Tuesday, October 1, 
2014, Luther College 
awarded $70,000 worth 
of scholarships to eighty 
students. 

The awards ceremony 
also served to recognize 
students with exceptional 
academic standings. Thirty-
nine students were placed 
on the Dean’s Honour Roll. 
To qualify for the Dean’s 
Honour Roll, students must 
have obtained a minimum 
GPA of 85%.  

New Faculty and Staff
Luther College at the 
University of Regina is 
pleased to welcome Dr. 
Phillip Sevigny and Pastor 
Scott Adams. Dr. Phillip 
Sevigny will be teaching 
in Psychology, and Pastor 
Scott is the new Interim 
Chaplain.
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Luther Lecture 2014: Dr. A. Brenda Anderson, Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, 
Dr. Franz Volker Greifenhagen, and Dr. Roger Petry  

Spring Convocation 2014
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HOMECOMING 2014 – 
HONOURING THE TRADITIONS
Homecoming 2014 was held 
September 12 & 13, 2014. 
The celebration kicked 
off Friday night at Crave 
Kitchen and Wine Bar with 
a reception for all decades. 
The room was filled with lots 
of laughter and reminiscing. 
The common bond of Luther 
makes for comfortable and 
easy conversation.

Saturday morning featured 
a traditional chapel service 
in the Merlis Belsher 
Heritage Centre (old gym) 
with musical selections by 
current Luther College High 
School (LCHS) students 
Christine Lee, pianist, 
Jordan Levesque, soprano 
and Charlee Wielgoz, violin. 
“If These Walls Could 
Speak” still brings a tear 

to the eyes of our alumni. 
The morning continued with 
alumni and family enjoyed 
brunch in the cafeteria, 
shopping in the Lion’s Den, 
tours of the new spaces 
and telling tales of mischief 
and teachers while visiting 
in the classrooms, dorm 
rooms and hallways. It is 
remarkable how the spaces 
of LCHS bring back a flood 
of memories.

Saturday evening featured a 
banquet held in the Student 
Commons. This was the first 
banquet to be held in the 
Commons - a new tradition 
has begun! A special thank 
you to Vi (Krell) Jacobs 
(HS’54) for giving a toast 
to the College and to Terry 
Sauder (HS’64), Richard 
Haack (HS’64, HSU’65) and 
Wilbur Wilson (HS’54) for 
sharing special memories of 
Luther.  

It was a wonderful 
Homecoming and 
we look forward to 
welcoming alumni back for 
Homecoming 2015!

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
Breaking from tradition, 
Luther College High School 
performed the Disney 
classic Beauty and the 
Beast for the fall musical. 
Five weeks, 170 students, 
twenty staff and ten parent 
volunteers put in countless 
hours over the five weeks 
to prepare the show. The 
cast, pit orchestra and crew 
loved performing to a full 
house at each show and say 
thank you to the audience 
members, young and old, 
who laughed, cheered and 
sang along. Stay tuned for 
the announcement on the 
2015 musical.

FOOTBALL COACHING AWARD
Congratulations to the 
coaches of the LCHS 
Lions - Troy Casper (HC) 
(HS’94), Rick Tiefenbach 
(OC) (HS’01), Rob Pyne 
(DC) (HS’68, U’74), Dave 
Hall (HS’80), Mark Becker 
(HS’82), Don Finn, JD 
Mack, Greg Kubik, Ryan 
Bodnarchuk (HS’12), Spencer 
Mack (HS’12) & Dan Similuk 
on earning this year’s 
football coaching award for 
the Stewart Conference. 
What makes this award 
especially significant is that 
it is decided by their peers 
in the Stewart Conference. 

At least part of the reason 
for this peer selection was 
the fact that the Lions 
won the 3A championship 
this year and advanced to 
the provincials at Mosaic 
stadium against Peacock 
Collegiate from Moose Jaw.
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Left: Mrs. Potts, Jordan Levesque; Lumiere, Mayson Sonntag; Madame De La Grande Bouche, Vivian Heinrichs; 
Babette, Milissa Grande; Cogsworth, Jonathon Lipoth; and Chip, Charlee Wielgoz
Right: The Beast, Daniel Goldade; and Belle, Kaitlyn Kasha
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Stefan Brewer (HS’09) 
graduated from University 
of California Santa Barbara 
with a B.A. in Environmental 
Studies and Economics. 
He received University 
Honors, College Honors 
and Distinction in the 
Environmental Studies 
Major.  

Sabrina Cataldo (U’99) 
received the 2014 Canadian 
Public Relations Society 
Award of Excellence for Best 
Print Project for her work 
on the Saskatchewan Arts 
Board’s 2012-13 Annual 
Report.

Karen Clark (U’96) is the new 
Acquisitions Editor at the 
University of Regina Press.

Chris Dewart (HS’72) is 
the President and CEO of 
Konica Minolta Canada Ltd. 
in Mississauga, Ontario. 

Jackie Dzuba (U’89) 
received the 2014 YWCA 
Women of Distinction The 
Jacqui Shumiatcher Arts 
Award. The recipient of 
The Jacqui Shumiatcher 
Arts Award has achieved 
excellence in, or made 
significant contributions 
to, the performance, 
development, preservation 
or patronage of the visual, 
literary, performing, or 
creative arts. The Women of 
Distinction Awards celebrate 
the accomplishments and 
contributions women make 
to the community. 

Amanda Kelly (HS’06) 
finished her first degree in 
psychology and linguistics 
(in Regina) and her master’s 
degree in audiology 
(Vancouver). She is 
currently working in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, at Regina 
Hearing Services and is 
considering going back to 
school for her doctorate. 

Jabez Si Tyeon Kim (HS’08) 
graduated in 2008 and went 
to Austin, Texas, for college. 
He successfully finished his 
first and second years at 
the University of Texas. He 
returned to the Republic 
of Korea in 2010 and 
completed the compulsory 
two years of army service. 
He was discharged and 
came back to Austin to 
finish his bachelor’s degree 
in Social Work, graduating 
last December. Jabez was 
hired by the Center for 
Survivors of Torture, a non-
profit organization providing 
mental health counselling 
and social services to the 
international victims of 
torture. The clients are 
from all countries, residing 
in the United States as 
refugees or asylum seekers. 
Jabez has many special 
memories of Luther College 
High School. He personally 
believes that he had the 
most fabulous high school 
years. He learned and 
grew a lot. Jabez will never 
forget the glorious times 
of the Lions soccer team. 
While he was there for 
three years, they won three 

city championships, two 
provincial second places, 
and one third place. He 
played in LIT and had a lot 
of fun with the basketball 
team. He recalls all the fun 
he had with dormies, choir, 
ESL classes and regular 
English classes. Jabez now 
has a high proficiency in 
English. “Just a lot of good 
memories.” 

Lorraine Penfound (Potzus) 
(HS’85) is currently living in 
Kelowna, British Columbia, 
and working as a realtor 
with Royal LePage. It is 
hard for her to believe that 
two of her children are now 
older than she was when 
she graduated from Luther 
College High School. Luther 
is a great school. She loved 
Mr. Winkler’s class! He was 
a great teacher.

Dr. Barry Pittendrigh (U’90) 
received the Award for 
Distinguished Professional 
Achievement at the 2014 
University of Regina Alumni 
Association Crowning 
Achievement Awards on 
Wednesday, October 22, 
2014. Dr. Pittendrigh is an 
entomology professor and 
researcher at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and holds the 
C.W. Kearns, C.L. Metcalf 
and W.P. Flint Endowed 
Chair in Insect Toxicology, 
Pittendrigh heads a large 
research program aimed 
at finding solutions to 
pest problems in cowpea, 
a legume crop that is an 

important source of protein 
for some of the poorest 
people in West Africa. The 
research has resulted in the 
development of methods of 
controlling pests in cowpeas 
biologically, but efforts at 
providing this information to 
farmers were confounded 
by the fact that many of the 
farmers were low-literate 
learners and they spoke 
many different languages. 
That problem led Pittendrigh 
and his colleagues to create 
Scientific Animations 
Without Borders (SAWBO), 
a University of Illinois-based 
program that produces 
animated 2D and 3D 
educational videos that 
people can watch on their 
cellphones. The content 
can be scientific knowledge 
or traditional indigenous 
knowledge, and the 
language of the narration 
can be changed to match 
the language of the intended 
users.To learn more about 
Dr. Pittendrigh’s work, 
please read the Spring/
Summer 2011 issue of the 
Luther Story.

cl
as

s 
no

te
s

T H E  L U T H E R  S T O R Y  •  F A L L  2 0 14  /  W I N T E R  2 0 15 21



T H E  L U T H E R  S T O R Y  •  F A L L  2 0 14  /  W I N T E R  2 0 1522

Rachel Gee Yeng Sham 
(HS’09) visited Luther 
College High School in 
August 2014 to tour the 
new facilities and visit with 
teachers and staff that 
she knew while attending 
Luther. She shared with us 
that her dream came true; 
she became a qualified high 
school teacher in Ontario, 
teaching music and history. 
She had opportunities to 
conduct choirs, bands, and 
string orchestras during 
her practicums. Music kept 
her sane when she was 
homesick while at Luther. 
Luther has a great music 
program and supportive 
teachers! She was featured 
in the University of Western 
Ontario publication IMPACT 
in April 2012. To check it 
out, google Rachel Sham 
UWO.

Jayden Soroka (HS’02) 
was interviewed by Austin 
Davis (HS’07) for a Regina 
Leader Post article (October 
9) about Soroka’s latest 
endeavour in film. Jayden is 
a filmmaker who is selling 
everything to fund his 
latest documentary about a 
possible alternative to the 
welfare system. 

Victor Thomas (HS’02) 
received the Order of Red 
Cross at a ceremony on 
September 16, 2014, at 
the Inaugural RED Gala. 
The award is the highest 
level of recognition awarded 
for volunteer service to 
the Canadian Red Cross. 
Thomas received the 
award for his extraordinary 
contributions to the Red 
Cross over the past eight 
years as a volunteer and 
leader. “I’m thrilled to 
receive this prestigious 
award from the Canadian 
Red Cross,” said Thomas. 
“It’s difficult to express what 
it means to be honoured by 
my friends and colleagues 
at the Red Cross. I hope this 
award encourages others 
to get involved with this 
humanitarian organization.” 
Thomas is the Chair of the 
Red Cross Executive Cabinet 
in Saskatchewan, which 
provides fundraising and 
high-level governance. His 
extensive contributions to 
the organization started as 
a youth and include helping 
position the Red Cross as 
a leader in the community. 
“The Red Cross in 
Saskatchewan would simply 
not be what it is today 
without Victor’s passion, 
leadership, connections 
and belief in the Society,” 
said Cindy Fuchs, Red Cross 
provincial director.

The Order of Red Cross 
recognizes outstanding 
performance among 
all volunteers through 

superior contributions in 
volunteerism or leadership 
from a local to a national 
level. No more than twenty 
of these awards are granted 
across the country in any 
one year.

Elaine Zinkhan Turnbull 
(HS’64) is a private scholar 
researching in the areas 
of Victorian studies, 
Australian literary culture, 
and publishing history. She 
has published an article on 
A.P. Watt (1838-1914) for 
the Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography. A.P. 
Watt was the first successful 
British literary agent. 
Elaine has also published 
academic articles in The 
Cambridge Bibliography 
of English Literature, 
The Dickensian (London, 
England), Bibliographical 
Society of Australia and 
New Zealand Bulletin, 
Australian Literary Studies, 
and in other works. She lived 
for some years in England 
and in Australia, using the 
superb resources of the 

British Library and the 
Mitchell Library, Sydney, the 
world’s largest collection of 
Australiana. Her husband 
is Stuart Turnbull, where 
he is C.T. Bauer Chair of 
Business, Leadership and 
Professor of Finance at the 
University of Houston.

In reading the latest 
Luther Story: The 
Women of Luther, Elaine 
found the articles by 
Michelle Clark (U’04) 
and Melanie Tiefenbach 
(HS’89) informative and 
inspirational. Elaine, too, 
was richly blessed with 
wonderful women teachers 
at Luther College High 
School from 1960-64: the 
legendary Dean of Women, 
Emilie Walter; Miss Gladys 
Christie, the stylish and 
precise French teacher, who 
vacationed in France and 
delighted her classes with 
slides; and Mrs. Steer, her 
excellent Latin teacher. Miss 
Huget in the office, and Mrs. 
Tschepurny, Housekeeper/
Chef, among others, were 
also exceptional women.
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Beverly Chapman (HS’62) 
died peacefully with her 
children by her side on May 
17, 2014 in Olympia, WA, 
after a courageous, eight-
year battle with multiple 
myeloma. She received 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
nursing and served the 
psychiatric, geriatric, and 
home health populations 
for over thirty years. She is 
survived by her husband, 
Dr. Raymond Kent, two 
children, Nicolle Zapien 
(nee Gottfried) (Richard) 
with grandchildren, Alma 
and Caetano, and Dylan 
Gottfried (Erica) with 
grandchild, Stella, and 
her former husband, Ken 
Gottfried (HS’62).

Nicholas (Nick) Tyler Flaman 
(HS’97) of White City, 
Saskatchewan, passed away 
July 19, 2014, in a farm-
related accident at the age 
of thirty-five. Nick was born 
in Regina on January 24, 
1979. He is survived by his 
loving wife Charissa, his son, 
Grayson (five years), and 
his daughter, Sefryn (three 
years); his parents Rod 
and Jeanne Flaman from 
Edenwold, Saskatchewan; 
his brother Nathan Flaman 
(HS’95) (Sarah) from 
Singapore; Charissa’s 
parents Tom and Marilyn 
Loster from Saskatoon/
Wakaw, Saskatchewan; 
brother-in-law Ryan Loster 
(Kaylin), children Emma 
and Oliver; sister-in-law 

Meaghan Webster (Paul), 
son Zephyr; grandfathers 
Gerald Loster and John 
Busch. Nick attended 
Luther College High School 
and had remained good 
friends with many of his 
classmates. Luther was an 
excellent foundation for the 
life he lived. He graduated 
from the University of 
Saskatchewan with a B.Sc. 
in Agriculture. In his third 
year of university, he did a 
semester abroad with the 
University of Saskatchewan 
in Guatemala. After 
graduation, with some 
professors from the 
Agriculture College, he 
travelled to Ethiopia for six 
weeks. Before Nick came 
back to the family farm, he 
worked for Saskatchewan 
Environment, spent 
several months working 
in Honduras with a CIDA 
Internship and later started 
his own very successful 
agricultural consulting 
business.

Nick was a passionate 
farmer with a deeply rooted 
love for the outdoors and all 
animals. When he wasn’t at 
the farm, he enjoyed being 
outside, snowboarding 
each chance he had, 
and playing Frisbee with 
friends. Energized by his 
friends and family, Nick 
was a social and caring 
person. His fiery ambition 
allowed him to dream big 
and inspired those around 
him. He loved to travel and 
experience new cultures. 

However, above all, Nick 
was a devoted husband and 
father, putting his family at 
the forefront of his life. 

Doreen K.C. Gallant passed 
away in July 2014 at the age 
of ninety. Doreen gave many 
years of service, working 
in Housekeeping at Luther 
College at the University 
of Regina (LCUR) from 
1976 to 1988. Doreen’s 
daughter Vicky also worked 
in Housekeeping at LCUR 
from 1983 to 1993. Doreen 
is survived by three sons, 
Rick (Laurel), Blake, 
and Kevin, and daughter 
Vicky (Derrick) Schmidt; 
grandchildren Kaya, Jason, 
Pamela, Matthew, and 
Jessica Gallant, and Kaitlyn 
and Michael Schmidt; sister 
Thelma Forbes and her sons 
Timothy, Stephen, and their 
families; sisters-in-law Vi 
Gallant and Edna (Denzel) 
Fox. 

Bonnie Jean (Meberg) 
Hande (HS’71) passed away 
in February 2014 at the 
age of sixty. Bonnie was 
born in the small town of 
Preeceville, Saskatchewan, 
to parents Norman and Jean 
Meberg. After graduating 
from Luther College High 
School in 1971, she 
continued her education 
at Robertson Secretarial 
School in Saskatoon. 
Bonnie completed 
secretarial school in 1972, 
and went on to work 
for the Government of 
Saskatchewan and Mental 

Health Saskatchewan, as 
well as working as an Avon 
sales representative from 
1981 to 1983. Bonnie 
was known as the life of 
the party, enjoying music, 
singing and dancing. Bonnie 
is survived by her husband 
D’Arcy Hande (U’72), twin 
daughters Geoline and 
Mary Jean, brother Laurie 
(Joanne) Meberg, brothers-
in-law Boyd (Shirley) 
and Dirk (Cheryl) Hande, 
dear aunts, Anna Loraine 
Dietsch, and Doris Rostad, 
as well as many other nieces 
and nephews. 

Samuel (Sam) Herman 
(HS’46) passed away 
peacefully in the 
Lloydminster Hospital 
at the age of eighty-six. 
He is survived by his five 
children: Doug (Lucy), 
Deb (Barry), Ken (Joan), 
Janice (Rick) and Cheryl 
(Morgan); grandchildren 
and three siblings. Sam 
was predeceased by his 
loving wife, Ardis; brother, 
Jake; and sister, Clara. Sam 
was born at home, close 
to Duval, Saskatchewan, 
on December 31, 1928. 
After completing high 
school at Luther College 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, 
he attended the University 
of Saskatchewan, where 
he received his Bachelor’s 
degree from the College 
of Agriculture. He joined 
Massey Harris in 1950, and 
held a number of positions 
within the company until 
leaving in 1962 to start his 
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own Massey dealership. 
After closing his dealership 
in 1983, he entered a 
second successful career in 
financial planning. 

Sam met the love of his 
life, Ardis Olson, whom 
he married in 1953. They 
shared fifty-seven wonderful 
years and together raised 
their five children. They 
maintained a home that was 
always the special gathering 
place for so many family 
get-togethers. Sam enjoyed 
nothing more than having 
the company of his family 
around him – and the more 
the merrier. He retired in 
2008. He was surprised 
and honoured when he was 
a recipient of the Queen’s 
Diamond Anniversary medal 
in 2012 for community 
involvement and service. 
His family was always most 
important to him, and he 
will be missed and long 
remembered by all of them.

Frederick Ring (HS’64) 
passed away on October 12, 
2014. He was a wonderful 
husband, dad, son, brother, 
“gramps,” uncle and 
friend. He will be deeply 
missed by his wife, Judy, 
his two daughters and their 
families, Jennifer Leslie 
(Lauren McClure), Kathryn 
Jane (Jari Laurell), his five 
precious grandchildren, 
Finley, Angus, Evelyn, Suvi, 
and Maisi. His family is 
privileged to benefit from 
the many lessons he taught, 
to carry with us in our lives. 

Fred will be sorely missed 
by his mother, Caroline. 

Fred attended Luther 
College High School for four 
years, graduating in 1964. 
He completed his Master’s 
degree in Education, 
subsequently working 
in administration with 
devotion to his students. 
Over his thirty-year 
career, he exemplified the 
consummate educator—
dedicated, fair, and caring. 
He nourished minds, 
teaching by example, 
and had great aspirations 
for the many whom he 
influenced in their pursuits. 
He believed in young people 
and challenged all, including 
his family, to maintain a 
strong work ethic. Sharing 
deeply in accomplishments, 
joys, laughter and tears, he 
remained in contact with 
many former students. After 
retirement, Fred embarked 
on a second successful 
career that he enjoyed with 
great pleasure for over ten 
years. 

As a senior executive at 
WestJet, he once again 
had the good fortune of so 
many under his guidance 
and leadership. This past 
June, the Fred Ring Building 
on the WestJet campus 
was dedicated, recognizing 
his contributions to the 
company – a sincere 
honour for Fred. Fred was a 
man of great integrity and 
presence. He was a proud 
father and grandfather; a 

devoted husband of forty 
years. He was blessed by a 
lifetime of genuine love and 
support from family and 
friends. People recognized 
his strength of character. 
Dad would never miss an 
Omegan Wednesday night. 
These gentlemen were a big 
part of his life. A passion 
for sports and physical 
activity punctuated Fred’s 
daily routine; many grew 
to know Fred at the Club 
and admire his tenacity on 
the golf course. Good wine, 
exceptional food and loyal 
canine companionships 
were further great loves of 
his life. 

Anne Selzer (wife of Rudie 
Selzer, Principal of Luther 
College High School from 
1974-1979 and long-
standing member of the 
Luther community) passed 
away on April 27, 2014, at 
the age of eighty-six. She 
was predeceased by her 
parents, Paul and Paulina 
Hladyboroda; her husband 
Rudie Selzer; and two 
sisters, Michalena Pilot and 
Margaret Campbell. Anne 
is survived by her children, 
Randy Selzer, Brenda 
Selzer and Carla Selzer, 
all of Toronto, Ontario; 
one grandchild, Jessica 
Selzer, of Vancouver, 
British Columbia; her 
sisters, Valerie Kazushka 
and Olga Gnyp, of Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan; and one 
brother, Stephen Broda, of 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan; 
as well as numerous nieces 

and nephews. Anne grew 
up on a farm in the Mikado 
area and after graduating 
from Normal School 
(Teachers’ College), she 
taught at rural schools. 
After meeting and marrying 
Rudie, Anne lived in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, where 
she raised three children. 
She was actively involved 
throughout her life with the 
church and Luther College. 
Anne enjoyed gardening, 
music and volunteering 
for the church for various 
charitable initiatives through 
groups such as Christian 
Women’s Circle and the 
Stephen’s Ministry. She 
always enjoyed working 
with the students at Luther 
College.

William Pavey “Bill” 
Skelton (HS’36) passed 
away peacefully at sunrise 
on June 15, 2014, in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, at 
the age of ninety-five. Bill 
was born in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, in 1919 
but really grew up in 
Regina, Saskatchewan. 
He graduated from Luther 
College High School in 1936 
and was very grateful to his 
parents for the sacrifices 
they made to send him to 
Luther during the “Dirty 
Thirties.” 

The family moved to 
Edmonton where Bill 
attended the University of 
Alberta. He commenced 
a lengthy (seven-year) 
courtship with Eleanor 
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Greenleese and, after 
graduating with a B.Sc. in 
Pharmacy and with the offer 
of $45/week at the Marquis 
Pharmacy, they married 
and moved to Lethbridge in 
1943. As an independent 
businessman, Bill opened 
the York Pharmacy in 
1947 and later Skelton’s 
Pharmacy in 1957. 

He was always active 
in the community – a 
Kiwanian, a member of 
the Lethbridge Hospital 
Board, a U of L Senator, a 
VON board member, and 
an active member of First 
Baptist. After retirement, 
Bill and Eleanor travelled 
extensively. Golf, bridge and 
cryptograms helped fill his 
hours. More importantly 
he undertook a personal 
ministry to improve the 
quality of life of those of his 
friends who could benefit 
from his mind and mobility. 
At ninety-five-years-old, 
he no longer golfed or 
travelled very far afield, 
but he still drove his car. 
The most exciting events in 
recent years include having 
several of his poems put to 
music by noted musician, 
conductor and arranger, Dr. 
Howard Cable. “Bill excelled 
at what is important in life.”

Luther (Lu) Ronald 
Waschenfelder (HS’49) 
passed away in April 2014 
at the age of eighty. Luther 
was predeceased by his 
father, David (1945), 
mother, Emilia (1998), and 

son, Garth (2003). Luther 
is survived by his wife of 
fifty-nine years, Loreen, 
daughter, Lynn, son, David 
(Thoma), daughter-in-
law, Holley Tweed, five 
grandchildren, April, Stacey 
(Bill), Luther, Michael, 
and Chad, three great-
grandchildren, Chaddney-
rae, Alex-zandra, Heidi; 
his brother Dennis (Dixie) 
Wagner, as well as many 
nieces and nephews. 

Richard Uhrich (HS’72) 
passed away on September 
4, 2014, at the age of sixty. 
Rick is survived by his wife, 
Jill Wellman (HS’72), and 
his two children, Jesse 
and Clare, his brother, 
Brad, his sister, Janet, 
and many nieces and 
nephews. Rick was born 
in Regina, Saskatchewan, 
and attended Luther 
College High School, where 
Rick and Jill met in Grade 
9, and graduated from 
the University of Regina. 
Everybody who knew Rick 
was aware of his passion 
for hockey. Rick was an 
accomplished hockey 
player, winning the 1973-
74 Memorial Cup with the 
Regina Pats and leading 
the University of Regina 
Cougars as team captain 
for several seasons. His 
passion for hockey stayed 
with him his entire life—he 
enjoyed coaching and 
playing recreational hockey. 
In January of 1992, Rick 
founded ISA and led this 
company for over twenty-

two years to what it is 
today, one of the largest 
IT Security providers in 
Canada. Rick had a few 
more passions – for life, 
friends, music, golf, travel, 
laughing and Sleeman’s 
Cream Ale – but his greatest 
passion was for his children, 
Jesse and Clare. Rick was 
a tremendous business 
leader, a loving husband, 
father, brother and friend. 
He will be dearly missed 
by everyone whose lives he 
has touched with his love, 
generosity, leadership, and 
true love of life.

E. Edward (Ed) Koch (HS’55, 
HSU’56) passed away 
peacefully on the morning 
of October 28, 2014 
following a brief battle with 
lymphoma, at the age of 
seventy-eight. Ed is survived 
by his beloved wife of forty-
six years, Deanna Koch; his 
children, Robynne Koch, 
and Meagan Schroeder 
(Brock Schroeder); his 
granddaughters, Waverly 
and Marlow, and Kingsley 
Koch (Sabrina Koch); his 
grandsons, Greysen and
Macade; and his trusty four 
legged companion, Willy. 
Born in the small town of 
Ormiston, Saskatchewan 
on November 27, 1936, 
Ed graduated from Luther 
College High School in 1955 
and attended one year of 
university at Luther College 
in 1956. He eventually 
made his way to Calgary, 
Alberta where he married 
the woman that would 

remain by his side for the 
eventful years ahead. Ed 
often credited the many 
long term friendships he 
established as a member 
of the Kinsmen Club of 
Calgary for assisting him in 
making his way in the ‘big 
city.’ Part of this journey 
included a decision late in 
life to further his education 
and at the age of thirty-
six, he proudly became 
a professional engineer. 
Pursuing various career 
paths following his return 
to school, the latter half of 
his life was in the field of 
commercial real estate.    

A consummate family man, 
Ed was most happy enjoying 
and sharing the home 
cooking of his wife and the 
fellowship that made his 
house a home to many. 

Both Bryan Hillis (U’78), a 
cousin of Ed, and Arnold 
Bessel (HS’59, HSU’60) 
spoke at the funeral held on 
Sunday, November 9, 2014.
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Advent Service of
Lessons and Carols

with the
Luther 

Bach Choir

Sunday, November 30, 2014
2:00 p.m.

Luther Chapel, Luther College at the University of Regina
All are welcome! Free-will offering.
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The Presidents of the University of Regina, Campion College, Luther College 
and First Nations University of Canada present the  

7th annual Forward Together Lecture: 

Admission is free and complimentary parking is available in lots 13M and 14M. 
Reception and book signing to follow lecture.

Tuesday, January 27, 2015
7:30 p.m. – Education Auditorium, University of Regina

The Wayfinders:

Presentation by Dr. Wade Davis
Every culture is a unique answer to a fundamental question: What does 
it mean to be human and alive? In this presentation, Dr. Wade Davis will 
lead us on a thrilling journey through Polynesia, the Amazon, the Andes, 
Australia, Nepal and Borneo in a celebration of the wisdom of the world’s 
indigenous cultures. 

Described by Dr. David Suzuki as “a rare combination of scientist, scholar, 
poet and passionate defender of all of life’s diversity,” Dr. Davis is a 
Harvard-educated ethnographer, writer, photographer and filmmaker. He 
served as Explorer-in-Residence at the National Geographic Society (NGS) 
between 1999 and 2013, and has been named by the NGS as one of the 
Explorers of the Millennium. 

Dr. Davis is the author of close to 20 books, and his photographs have 
appeared in more than 100 books, magazines, journals and newspapers, including National 
Geographic and Time. He is currently a professor of anthropology and the BC Leadership Chair 
in Cultures and Ecosystems at Risk at the University of British Columbia.

Why Ancient Wisdom Matters 
 in a Modern World

Did you know you can receive your copy of the 
Luther Story by email? Simply send an email to 
lutherstory@luthercollege.edu with the subject 

“LS digital copy only” and receive all future issues 
digitally as a PDF. You can also find current and 
archived issues on the Luther College website at 

www.luthercollege.edu. Happy reading!

L U T H E R  C O L L E G E  A L U M N I 
&  F R I E N D S  M A G A Z I N E

 SPRING /  SUMMER 2014 STORY
Luther

R E G I N A  C A N A D A

The Women 
of Luther



T HE  LU T HE R  S T O RY  •  FA L L  2 014  /  W IN T E R  2 015 29

All students from kindergarten to grade 8 are welcome
to join the Future Luther Student Program.

Go online to www.luthercollege.edu to register.

Why Luther? luthercollege.edu/why-luther

You will find a welcoming community within the University of Regina where you can 
pursue Arts, Fine Arts, Science degrees or pre-professional studies. Luther students are 
U of R students, pay the same tuition and fees, and receive a U of R degree.

You will benefit from Luther’s commitment to excellence in scholarship, student- 
centred approach to teaching, and small classes that are open to all students.

You will receive one-on-one academic advising throughout your university degree.

You can choose from optional groups of courses called Bundles designed to give you 
a successful start to University. 

You can apply for additional college scholarships.

Luther’s unique Studentsfirst program eases your transition to university.

Luther’s Residence is a cost-effective option open to all students.  

Luther’s optional chaplaincy program nurtures intellectual, emotional, and spiritual 
growth for all students.



Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:         
The Luther Story c/o Luther College High School 
1500 Royal Street 
Regina, SK  S4T 5A5 
email: alumni@luthercollege.edu

The Luther Story is 
distributed by Canada 
Post under publication 
mail agreement 
number 40065736.

In The Luther College Story, 1913-2013: A Century of Faithfulness in 
Education, Dr. Richard Hordern’s narrative begins about two hundred 
years ago in Prussia, Martin Luther’s original homeland. Hordern 
shows how the beliefs and ideas of Lutherans were carried across the 
seas by many dedicated followers.

Among their beliefs was that the Bible is a sufficient guide to matters 
of faith and that the Book of Concord contained a summation of 
correct teachings; among their ideas was that education is important 
and that the Church should provide schools, particularly for the 
training of pastors, but also for people preparing to enter other 
professions. Those beliefs and ideas have proven to be enduring and 
continue to inform the approach taken to teaching and scholarship at 
Luther College to this day.

Hordern writes in a very engaging style and the text has been 
carefully edited to make it easily readable. The layout of the text and 
the accompanying pictures (designed by Heather Nickel) is perfectly 
suited to the material under consideration. The cover, designed by 
Erik Norbraten, conveys a feeling of college life – an interesting mix 
of teachers and students with the institution’s solid edifice brooding 
in the background. The book is firmly bound in a hard, durable cover. 
Anyone who has ever had any connection to Luther College should 
have a copy.

Dr. Don Lee

Current Luther College Board of Regent, University of Regina 
Professor, and President of Luther College from 1986-1991.

Books are $45.00 plus GST and shipping & handling. 
To order your copy, call Michelle Clark at 1.306.585.5144.

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT


